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The Old Meeting House

which since 1835 has been called “The Old Meeting House.”

While the town as a whole has been largely ignored by the out-
side world, its meeting house has gained a marked degree of notoriety.
Sandown is credited by many with possessing the finest meeting house
in New Hampshire—and there are those who would go so far as to say
the finest in America. The photographers and historians who have
made their pilgrimage to Meeting House Hill to view this shrine of
colonial architecture have spread far its fame. Sandown—the town and
its people—has been happily content to ride on the coat tails of this
grand old building.

In dozens of books and magazines, the Old Meeting House has
received praise for its purity of design. Millions have seen the building in
an internationally distributed government film. A replica of part of its
woodwork toured the world as an example of the skill of the nation’s
colonial craftsmen. It may well be true that Sandown’s Old Meeting
House is the most famous meeting house of its type in America. Since
1978 the building has been on the National Register of Historic Buildings.
It is claimed that it is the oldest unrestored Congregational meeting
house of its kind in the world.

The praise of outsiders, while always appreciated, is not the chief
reason that the townspeople honor this building. To the residents of
Sandown, this old building is the encapsulation of their town’s entire his-
tory, for within its walls has passed the pageant of the community’s past.
For 155 years, the good men and women of Sandown gathered at this
building to set their own taxes and to draft their own laws. This building
was, to a great extent, the capitol of a small, semi-autonomous republic
operating inside New Hampshire.

At the Old Meeting House, voters cast their ballots for every pres-
ident from George Washington to Herbert Hoover. In the hall, the men of

T he most famous building in Sandown is its former town hall,
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